Red Herring Club and Alternative Cheder – Pesach Haggadah
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The Passover Seder is one of the most important celebrations of the Jewish calendar. Like so many of our festivals the theme of Passover is freedom.

On the table at our celebration are certain foods:

MATZAH - unleavened bread

MAROR - bitter herb

PESACH - roasted lamb bone

HAROSET - made from apples, wine, cinnamon, nuts

KARPAS - parsley

EGG - hard-boiled then roasted

WINE

We will talk more about all of these as we go along.

We have come together this evening to celebrate Passover with our friends and families.  We are here to remember the old story of the liberation of the ancient Hebrews from slavery in Egypt - a great struggle for freedom and dignity. We are here because the struggle for human freedom never stops. We are here to remember all people, Jews and non-Jews, who are still struggling for their freedom.
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Tonight we drink four cups of the fruit of the vine. There are many explanations for this custom. Some say they represent the four corners of the earth, for freedom must live everywhere; some say the four seasons of the year, for freedom must last through all the seasons; yet others say they represent the four mothers of the Jewish people: Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, and Rachel.

We drink the first cup to celebrate the joy and wholeness of all life.

[All raise their glasses and say l’chaim (to life) and drink the first cup]

[Wash the hands]

Karpas/Parsley

Even before the Exodus from Egypt, each spring the Jewish people celebrated creation and the mystery of life. We remind ourselves that both the tender greens of the earth and the salts of the sea were joined together to sustain life

We remind ourselves that in slavery the salt of the tears released our strength to survive 

[Dip the green and eat. Say BETAY A-VON (Enjoy your meal, grubs up bon appetit]

[Break the middle matzah, leaving half in its place and hiding the other half to be eaten later as the afikoman]

The festival of Pesach has been observed by the Jewish people for more than 3000 years. It is at the same time a festival of Spring – the season of rebirth and fertility – and a festival of freedom. It celebrates the liberation of the Israelites from captivity in Egypt.  Every year, we say:  “Once we were slaves, now we are free.”   

Sing:

Avodim hayinu, hayinu

atah b'nei chorin, b'nei chorin

avodim hayinu,;

atah atah b'nei chori,n b'nei chorin

On this night long years ago our mothers and fathers before us listened to the call of freedom.  Tonight that call rings out again, commanding us to champion the cause of those who are downtrodden and oppressed, bidding us to join our efforts for peace and freedom throughout the world with all those who work for liberation.

Above everything, we are commanded to keep our understanding warm and keen by imagining that we are the oppressed people who may yet be free.

It is also traditional to say:  “Let anyone who is hungry come and eat.  Let anyone who is needy come and make Pesach with us.  As long as there is anyone in the world who does not have enough to eat, so long is our holiday incomplete.”

[Fill the second cup]

The Four Questions

The Seder is introduced by four questions posed by the youngest member of the company. All that follows is regarded as the answer.

Sing:

Ma nish ta na  halaila hazeh

mikol haleilot, mikol haleilot.

Sheber hol haleilot  anoo oklin

hameitz oo matza,  hameitz oo matza

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh

Kulo  matza

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh

Kulo  matza

Sheber hol halailot

Anoo oklin

Sha ar ye rakot,  Sha ar  ye rakot

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh,   Maror

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh,   Maror

Sheber hol halailot ayn anoo

Matbilin afiloo pa am ehat,   Matbilin afiloo pa am ehat

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh

Sh’ tay fer amim

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh

Sh’ tay fer amim

Sheber hol halailot anoo oklin 

Bayn yoshveen oo vayn msoobeen

Bayn yoshveen oo vayn msoobeen

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh 

Koo lanoo msoobeen

Halaila hazeh halaila hazeh

Koo lanoo msoobeen

Why is this night different from all other nights? 

Why may we eat on all other nights either Matzah or leavened bread as we please but on this night matzah only?

On all other nights we may choose any kind of vegetable for our meal but on this night we must eat bitter herbs?

On all other nights it is not usual to dip food even once but on this night we dip twice?

On all other nights we may eat either sitting or leaning as we please but on this night we all lean?

THE PASSOVER STORY

These are important questions. But before we answer them, let us listen to a story of Jewish hope. The tale of the Jewish people's first quest for freedom from slavery in Egypt was written so long ago that no one knows how much of it is fact and how much is fiction. Like all good stories, however, the lessons it teaches are true and important.

Long ago, during a time of famine, the ancient Israelites travelled to Egypt. According to the legend, the Israelites at that time were all in a single family - Jacob and his children. One of Jacob's sons was Joseph, whose wisdom caused the Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, to make him a leader over all the people of Egypt. 

But as time passed, another Pharaoh became the ruler of Egypt. He did not remember about Joseph and his wise leadership. This new Pharaoh turned the Israelites into slaves, and burdened them with heavy work and sorrow. After the Israelites were in Egypt for over 400 years, a man arose among them. He demanded that Pharaoh let his people go! Many times he risked his life to insist on the freedom of his people, until he finally succeeded.

At our Passover Seder, we celebrate the story of Moses and the people he led out of slavery 3000 years ago. We celebrate the struggle of all people to be free. Throughout the centuries, the story of Moses and the exodus from Egypt has inspired Jews and non-Jews in time of persecution and hardship. 

We should remember that the thirst for freedom exists in all people. Many centuries after the time of Moses, African people were taken to America as slaves. These slaves longed for freedom, and they were inspired by the story of Moses and the ancient Israelites. When the Black slaves in America sang "Go Down Moses," they were thinking of their own leaders who were working to end slavery. 

Sing:

 GO DOWN MOSES 

When Israel was in Egypt’s land
Let my people go

Oppressed so hard they could not stand
Let my people go, The Lord said

Go down, Moses
'way from Egypt’s land
Tell old Pharaoh
To let my people go.

The freedom we celebrate tonight is not only freedom from slavery. It is also the freedom to live in peace, with dignity and with hope for a bright future. This constant vision has inspired the Jewish people since the ancient times recorded in the Bible.

This night is the night when we remember the Exodus, when the Hebrews left Egypt 

[Hold up the matzah]
We remember that we had to leave Egypt in great haste. We had prepared enough dough for bread to take into the desert but the Egyptians rushed us and there was no time to bake it. The hot sun beating down on the dough baked it into flat unleavened sheets. The Matzah represents the rush to freedom.

[Hold up the bitter herbs]
The bitter herbs remind us of the bitterness of slavery. It was bitter for us in Egypt then, it is no less bitter now, for those people in the world who are living under tyranny.

[Hold up the greens]

We dip the greens into salt water to remember the salty tears we wept under the cruelty of slavery, but also to remember the hope of spring, when new green leaves appear.

We dip the maror, the bitter herbs, into sweet charoseth as a sign of hope , that the bitterness of slavery can be replaced by the sweetness of freedom.

 We lean because in those days leaning at the table was a sign of someone free and free people could take all the time they wanted when they ate, whereas slaves sat on hard benches or on the floor and had to grab their food in a hurry.

[Sing “Passover things”]

PASSOVER THINGS

Cleaning and cooking and so many dishes

 out with the chametz, no pasta, no knishes 

Fish that’s gefiltered, horseradish that stings

 These are a few of our favourite things.
The Ten Plagues

This was the lesson our ancestors in Egypt learned as they struggled with Pharaoh to free themselves from bondage. The Torah relates that ten plagues (literally, ten strikes) were unleashed against the Egyptians as part of this struggle.

In the ancient story, these plagues were sent to the Egyptians because Pharaoh refused to let the Jews go, but the plagues did not only hurt Pharaoh but caused great suffering among his subjects. We should remember their loss of life. 

A full cup of wine symbolises complete happiness but we should not reach complete happiness at the expense of other. It is traditional to spill a drop of wine for each plague, so as to show that we are not happy that these terrible things happened to the Egyptians.

The ten plagues were:

Dam  (Blood)           

Tzfar-day-ah (Frogs)

Kee-neem (Vermin)

Arov (Wild Beasts)

Dever (Cattle Disease)

Shcheen (Boils)

Ba-rad (Hail)

Arbeh (Locusts)

Cho-shech (Darkness)

Makat b’chorot (Slaying of the First Born) 

Dayenu

Dayenu means enough and celebrates our victories over oppression and the joy and pride we feel in the work we are doing 

ILU Hotzi hotzi anu 

hotzi anu mi mitzray im

Hotzi anu mi mitzray im 

DAYENU

Ilu natan natan lanu 

natan lanu 

et Ha shabbat

Natan lanu et Ha shabbat

DAYENU

Ilu natan natan lanu Natan

 Lanu et hatorah natan lanu et hatorah 

DAYENU

Now the Haggadah gives the explanation of the Paschal lamb, the Matzah and the Maror, which we have decided to do interactively.

What is the reason for the Paschal lamb? People around the table answer 

What is the reason for the Matzah? People around the table answer 

Scholars have noted that long before the Jews celebrated Passover, farmers of the Middle East celebrated Hag Ha-matsot, the festival of unleavened bread, at this time of year. This was a festival where unleavened bread was made from the new grain harvest that took place at this time of the year.

The old fermented dough was thrown out so that last year's grain would not be mixed with this year's. Therefore, the new season began with the eating of unleavened bread, matzah. Later on, the Jewish people incorporated this agricultural festival into Passover.

Let us all now eat a piece of matzah.

What is the reason for the Maror or bitter herb? 

[People around the table answer]

Scholars inform us that bitter herbs were eaten at the Spring festival in ancient times. The sharpness of the taste awakened the senses and made the people feel at one with nature's revival.

[All eat some matzah and some maror]

Two more symbols on the Seder plate have yet to be explained. The charoseth reminds us of the mortar our ancestors used when working as slaves but also of the sweetness of hope. 

The egg, like the greens, represents the beginning and renewal of life. Round without beginning or end it presents the cycle of the year and the cycle of life The first time, the salty taste reminds us of the tears we cried when we were slaves. 

[All dip egg and parsley two times into salt water and eat it.]

One Pope, in the Dark Ages, decreed that all Jews had to leave Rome. The Jews did not want to leave, and so the Pope challenged them to a debate to prove that they could remain. No one, however wanted the responsibility... until the synagogue janitor, Moishe, volunteered. 

As there was nobody else who wanted to go, Moishe was given the task. But he wanted a twist: to make it a silent debate. The Pope agreed. 

The day of the debate came, and they went to St. Peter's Square to sort out the decision. First the Pope waved his hand around his head. Moishe pointed firmly at the ground. 

The Pope, in some surprise, held up three fingers. In response, Moishe gave him the middle finger. 

The crowd started to complain, but the Pope thoughtfully waved them to be quiet. He took out a bottle of wine and a wafer, holding them up. Moishe took out an apple, and held it up. 

The Pope, to the people’s surprise, said, "I concede. This man is too good. The Jews can stay." 

Later, the Pope was asked what the debate had meant. He explained, "First, I showed him the Heavens, to show that God is everywhere. He pointed at the ground to signify that God is right here with us. I showed him three fingers, for the Trinity. He reminded me that there is One God common to both our religions. I showed him wine and a wafer, for God's forgiveness. With an apple, he showed me original sin. The man was a master of silent debate." 

In the Jewish corner, Moishe had the same question put to him, and answered, "It was all nonsense, really. First, he told me that this whole town would be free of Jews. I told him, Go to Hell! We’re staying right here! Then, he told me we had three days to get out. I told him just what I thought of that proposal." An older woman asked, "But what about the part at the end?" "That?" said Moishe with a shrug, "Well, I saw him take out his lunch, so I took out mine."

The Second Cup

The second cup is the cup of identity. We drink it to celebrate the survival of the Jewish people through centuries of persecution. We remember how in Egypt even under the pressures of assimilation and slavery we retained our integrity as a people.

We drink this cup in memory of all Jewish women and men who fought for freedom from oppression through the days of the holocaust and right to the present day. We think of Jews and all other peoples who are struggling bravely in the face of systematic persecution.

[Say l’chaim]

[Drink the second cup.]
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Eating the Matzah

[After washing hands again the upper matzah and the remainder of the middle matzah are broken into smaller pieces and distributed.] 

Remember the poor bread our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt.

[Eat a piece of matzah and say: BETAY A VON]

Maror /bitter herbs and charoseth

[Each person takes a helping of charoseth and maror together to remember the bitterness of slavery and the sweetness of freedom. Eat them and say BETAY A VON]

Matzah and maror sandwich 

[The bottom matzah is broken and distributed to all. Take two pieces and put a piece of maror in between.]

We eat this sandwich in memory of Hillel, a famous Jewish leader who lived at the time of Herod. He ate matzah and maror together. To Hillel slavery and freedom were merged in one historical event.

In times of freedom we must not forget the bitterness of slavery in times of oppression we must keep alive the hope of freedom.

BETAY A VON

EAT THE MEAL

After the meal

[Hunt the afikoman]

[Eat the afikoman]

The afikoman is the last food to be eaten so that the taste and experience of the Seder will stay with us until next year.

The Third cup

[Fill the third cup]

The third cup is the cup of liberation. We know that the story of the exodus is a powerful inspiration not only for Jews but for all who must fight to liberate themselves from injustice. Our history links us to all humanity and we know that freedom for any one person cannot be fully realised until freedom for all is obtained.

On this night we remember with pride the resistance of the Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe. Starving, weakened by disease, tormented by the slaughter of their mothers and fathers, their children, their siblings, terrorised by brutality, they somehow found the strength to resist their oppressors. Some resisted by organising food and shelter, prayer services, schools and cultural and political activities to maintain Jewish spirits as well as Jewish bodies. Others fought in the ghettoes, concentration camps and partisan units, against impossible odds. 

The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, one of the many ghetto revolts, began on the first night of Pesach – 19th April 1943. With pitifully few arms, the several hundred fighters took on the armoured tanks and flame-throwers of the enemy. Each inch of ground, each house was contested fiercely and bitterly. The battle continued until the Germans burned the entire ghetto to the ground 43 days later. Even after the ghetto was destroyed, isolated groups of resistance fighters emerged from bunkers to avenge the murder of our people. Not until September 1943, five months after the start of the Uprising, was the area of the Warsaw Ghetto finally silent.

[Say l’chaim]

[Drink the third cup.]
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The Cup of Elijah

Fill a cup for Elijah and open the door.

On the Seder night we open the door for Elijah the Prophet and we place a cup of wine on the table especially for him. Our best hopes for humanity have long centred round Elijah – in Hebrew, Eliyohu.  Jewish tradition has attributed to him many legends, but they all agree on one thing:  Elijah will herald the day of complete human freedom, when every human being on earth can truly sing a song of liberation.

The fourth cup 

 We drink the fourth cup as a cup of peace for all people in the Middle East and around the world.

[Say l’chaim]

[Drink the fourth cup.]
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LE CHAIM LE SHALOM

SING SONGS

Oseh shalom

Oseh shalom bimromav

Hoo ya aseh shalom aleynu

Veal kol yisroel ve yimru amen
Ya aseh shalom, ya aseh shalom,

Shalom aleynu veal kol yisroel

Ya aseh shalom, ya aseh shalom,

Shalom aleynu veal kol yisroel

Red Fly the Banners, O

I'll sing you one, O

     Red fly the banners, O

What is your one, O

     One is workers' unity and evermore shall be so.

Two, two the workers hands, working for a living-O

Three, three the Rights of Man…

Five for the years of the Five Year Plan...

Four for the years it took…

Six for the Tolpuddle martyrs...

Seven for the hours of the working day… 

Eight for the Eighth Route Army...

Nine for the days of the General Strike...

 Ten for the days that shook the world...

Eleven for the Moscow Dynamos...

Twelve for the bells of the Kremlin

One is workers' unity and ever more shall be so.
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